
 

 
 

Respect the Umpire 

Think about this next time you hear someone moan about umpires. 

A standard game of netball is 60 minutes. 

The ball has to be passed at least every three seconds. This results in the ball 
being passed (at an absolute minimum) 1,200 times a match. 

Every time a player catches the ball, an umpire has to check seven things 
involving the player with the ball and their opponent (footwork, contact, how 
they got the ball, obstruction, offside etc.). 

Almost simultaneously, the umpire has to look down the court and check other 
players are in their correct areas and are not blocking each other in their 
attempts to move. This could involve scanning 10 different players, while 
keeping one eye on the player with the ball and their opponent. 

So that’s seven things, involving the player with the ball, plus potentially 
another 10 players to watch, each with three actions involved (contact, 
obstruction and offside). 

That’s 38 different actions to watch for per pass, including the held ball rule. 38 
times 1,200 passes equals 45,600 decisions umpires make per match. Even if 
that figure is split between the two umpires, that’s still 22,800 decisions each. 

22,800 decisions a match! And that’s assuming players take the maximum 
three seconds to pass the ball. The real figure is probably much higher. 

#RespectTheUmpire 
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https://www.facebook.com/NetballScoop/photos/a.154939394612628/1096191877154037/?type=3&eid=ARDqW2pLAWOlXWXeRBkL8ZfITWuwX_htQL9IvEkaFJpvVXSlmHsH-eF_NFL9m1HPCqkP6b-8GnbYLQ2S&ifg=1
https://www.facebook.com/NetballScoop/photos/a.154939394612628/1096191877154037/?type=3&eid=ARDqW2pLAWOlXWXeRBkL8ZfITWuwX_htQL9IvEkaFJpvVXSlmHsH-eF_NFL9m1HPCqkP6b-8GnbYLQ2S&ifg=1
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/respecttheumpire?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG

